
 

Newsletter: 5 Thursday 19 September 2024 

Vision: 
Our school empowers all students to embrace learning, achieve their personal 

best while developing their emotional, social and physical wellbeing, and 
through this make positive contributions to the community. 

 
Staff Professional Development 
Over the last couple of weeks staff have 
had a number of learning opportunities.  
Chloe and I had the opportunity to attend 
SPPIKE training.  This is a 5 day live in, 
professional development broken into 3 
days this term and 2 days next term.  The 
program focuses on cultural awareness and 
connection.  Throughout the program we 
are challenged with our own beliefs, judge-
ments and perceptions.  We are asked to 
question the processes and procedures 
within our schools.  We look at connection 
to each other, our students, our families, 
our community. Days were long (8:30am –
8:30pm) but highly engaging and thought 
provoking.  We look forward to sharing 
some of our thinking during term 4. 
Our Education Support staff have had the 
opportunity to undertake some learning with 
Anushka from the Student Support Service 
team.  They were focusing on phonics and 
the theory behind the learning, as well as 
what this looks like in a classroom. 
Georgia and Chloe spent a day with Ange 
Rogers undertaking training around place 
value (Numeracy).  They looked at assess-
ment and analysing data for student next 
steps.  This work supports the Numeracy 
professional development all staff under-
took last year focusing on the Big Ideas of 
Maths. 
 
End of term wrap up 
Can you believe that we are at the end of 
another term? It again has been another 
busy term with change of staff and staff on 
leave, fun and games with the Olympics, 
numerous staff professional development 
days, author incursions, Grade 6 and in-
coming Prep transition days, book week 
and Book Fair, dress up days and quality 
teaching and learning.  The truth is, even 
though it is busy we love it and can’t wait to 
do it all again next term.  Enjoy the break, 
rest up and get ready for the final term of 
the year. 

Upcoming dates for the calendar 
Friday 20th September 

PJ day 
Last day term 3 2.30 finish 

 
Monday 7th October 

Term 4 starts 
 

Monday 14th October  
2025 Prep transition starts 

 
Tuesday 15th October 

School Council 
 

Monday 4th November  
Curriculum Day No students  

TheirCare operational 
 

Tuesday 5th November 
Melbourne Cup Public Holiday 

 
Wednesday 6th—Friday 8th November 

Grade 3/4 Rumbug Camp 
 

Thursday 7th November  
Grade P/1/2 Sleepover 

 
Friday 8th November 

Early home Grade P/1/2 
 

Tuesday 12th November 
School Council 

 
Monday 9th—Friday 13th December 

School swimming program 
 

Wednesday 18th December 
Christmas Celebration Port Welshpool 

 
Thursday 19th and Friday 20th December 

Curriculum Days 
Staff first aid training and planning  

TheirCare operational 
 
As always, if you require anything 
please do not hesitate to contact us, 
either via the office or directly to the 
classroom teacher. 
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Web:    http://www.welshpoolps.vic.edu.au 
Email:  welshpool.ps@education.vic.gov.au 
Address: 5960 South Gippsland Highway, Welshpool Vic 3966  
Phone:   03 56881460  Mobile: 0428 444 292     
Direct Deposit Details: BSB 633-000 Account No: 156869083 Bendigo Bank Toora 

Gabrielle Boyd  
Principal 

Little School, Big Heart 



 
 

WDPS Looking ahead 2024 
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REMINDER TO PARENTS, ENTERING ABSCENCES ON COMPASS . 
 

If a student is absent from school, please ensure you make the appropriate entry on 
Compass with the relevant code applicable. Unexplained absences must be identified. 
 

If a student is late, parents are required to sign them in on the Ipad in the office and 
hand the printed slip to the classroom teacher or office admin, for role marking. 

GRADE 3 AND 4 CAMP RUMBUG 

PREP & GRADE 1/2 SLEEP 



2/3 Class- room 
 
 
 

Grade 3 & 4 Rumbug Camp 

—————————————————————————————————————

An event, Grade 3 and 4 Rumbug camp, has been created in Compass. 
Families are asked to log onto Compass and approve this camp. 
Please note that that the cost for Rumbug is $349 and money will be payable prior 
to camp. 
Families have the option to use CSEF, any credits on account, pay in full or set up 
payment instalments. Please let Sandra know if you would like to use CSEF, any 
credits on account (if applicable), or set up instalments. 
All money must be paid through the office and not through Compass (Compass pay). 
Any questions or concerns please contact us asap. 

Compass notification 



 
 
 

SPPIKE 

P/1 Classroom 

Term 3 complete!  

Well-done to all P/1 students for their flexibility this term with having Mrs Southwell then back to Mrs Wade.  

We also had lots of different events and activities throughout the term which made some days very different to 
the usual routine.  

It has been great to see the growth and learning throughout this term. Congratulation P/1! 
Have a safe and restful break. I can not wait to see what term 4 brings us.  

Mrs Wade 

The SPPIKE training that Gabbi and myself attended was a very different type of professional develop-

ment. The training was a real challenge on your own personal thoughts, feelings and emotions to-

wards culture, beliefs and perceptions. The aim of the professional development is to promote posi-

tive cultural awareness and how we go about doing so in the school environment. The program was 

hosted by 2 facilitators, Mark Corrie and Toby Adams. During the 3 days we engaged with a range of 

thought-provoking activities, always with the same thought of ‘how does this impact our students at 

WDPS or how can we support our students at WDPS with this information’.  

We have come away from this training with fresh perspectives as well as a school-based project. The 

school-based project is something that both myself, Gabbi and staff look forward to working on in 

term 4 with all the students.  



 
 
 

2/3 Classroom 

Over the last week students in 2/3 have been reviewing their learning goals across literacy and numeracy. It has 
been wonderful to celebrate the learning success that they have achieved so far. 

The last two weeks we have been very busy with a range of visitors and incursion occurring. Thursday 5th the P-3 
students had Josh visit from the Melbourne Museum with the Dinosaurs... traces of the past incursion. Josh 
brought along a range of dinosaur bones, fossils and replicas. He spoke to students about dinosaurs and the pro-
cess that occurs when a fossil is made.  

On Friday 6th our Grade 3 students were fortunate enough to have a visit from Josh again with the Robots on the 
road incursion. During this students were able to engage with robots and iPad and learn about programming and 
coding.  

We have also had RUOK? Day, footy colours day and an online visit from Adam Wallace.  

We hope everybody has a relaxing break and we can’t wait to see you all next term.  

If you have any concerns and wish to discuss anything, please don’t hesitate to contact us in person or via email. 

Mrs Round and Ms Allan  



4/5/6 Classroom 
 
 
 

4/5/6 Classroom 

It feels like this term has just flown by! The students have enjoyed the range of fun and exciting activities this 
term, including the WDPS Olympics day, the Potato Olympics, science incursions, author incursions/webinars 
and sports events to list a few. 

Over the course of this term, it has been really pleasing to see the efforts that the grade 4,5 and 6 students 
have made to continue to grow as learners. Notable highlights this term include students listening to and acting 
upon feedback on their writing pieces, as well as the work with the Resilience Project and the conversations 
that have resulted from these lessons. There have also been several students who have made significant pro-
gress with their reading levels this term, which has reflected their hard work in reading lessons.  

Great work this term 4,5,6 class. I am looking forward to a busy final term for 2024! 

Mr Moore 
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Last Thursday 12th our school took part in RUOK? Day. The annual campaign is a national day of 
action highlighting the importance of meaningful conversations.   

Throughout the week students learnt about the importance of focusing on your own wellbeing and 
checking in on those around us. Students learnt about the different ways to ask if someone is okay 
and the different steps involved in having a conversation about it.   

As a whole school students also visited the different businesses in our community to check in and 
ask how they were doing. Students gifted each business with a small bunch of flowers and a range 
of letters they had written earlier in the week. 



 

Parents & Friends Association (PFA) 

Have a great break everyone, see you all next term. 

 

Lisa Van Kuyk 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

SCHOOL HOTDOG ROSTER  
Term 4 

October: 
Wed 9th 
Wed 16th—Sandra 
Wed 23rd—Linda 
Wed 30th—Sandra 
November: 
Wed 6 
Wed 13—Sandra 
Wed 20 
Wed 27—Sandra 
December: 
Wed 4 
Wed 11—Sandra 

URGENT 
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

In order to continue our 
Hotdog Wednesdays we 
are desperately needing 

more volunteers.  
If you can assist us with any of 

the dates for the upcoming term 
please make contact with Lisa 

Van Kuyk or the school office.   



2/3 Classroom 

 
 
 



 



 



 



 
 





 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 


